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_ The Relational Cosmos - .
S Indigenous Ontology, Quantum Theory, .\ o/
and the Nature of Consciousness

Based on the research of Damien Lafont, PhD | Featuring teachings from Yankunytjatjara Elder Bob Randall

Mote: Positionality — Interpretations offered for intercultural dialogue.
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The Myth of the

Interior Mind

i

Western anthropology and
psychology have historically
viewed consciousness as a
private event—a state
housed within the individual
brain.

The Consequence:

« In this model, land and
Kinship are merely external
Scenery.

e The observer is
ontologically separate
from the observed.

e This assumes a
separative model of mind.
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Consciousness is a Relationship, Not a State

In Anangu ontology, you do not have
consciousness; you participate in it.

Awareness emerges through lawful
relations with the world. It is a condition

of continuity, not individual cognition.
é
/— EJ .

“Consciousness emerges through
participation in lawful relations.”
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Law, Not Legend

Often mistranslated as ‘Dreamtime’ or mythology, Tjukurrpa is actually Law.

» An ever-present, living order that binds land, kinship, and mind.
* |t is not a story of the past. It is the active condition of the present.
» Law precedes human consciousness and situates it.
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Kanyini: The
Responsibility
of Connection °

Defined by Elder Bob Randall as NS

KAN l INI the principle of unconditional
connectedness.

Holding everything together

|  Consciousness is the active
| maintenance of these four relations.
* |f Kanyini is broken, the self
Law Ceremony fragments.
« Connectedness is not a passive
state, but an active responsibility.
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The Land is an Active Participant
Kurunpa (Spirit/Vitality)

Kurunpa is not an internal soul. It is the vitality that flows when one
IS in right relationship with place.

The land holds memory and law. To lose relationship with the land
IS to suffer a specific diminishment of consciousness itself.

_“You are the land.”
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Western Science Approaches the Relational

Quantum theorists (Bohm, Penrose,
Hameroff) and researchers like Baaquie
& Martin challenge the mechanical
universe.

Non-locality: Elements are
'\/\/\/\/' connected across vast

distances.

Entanglement: The state of

one particle cannot be

described independently of

another.

0 0
M}l‘;l:ﬁw Field Theory: The psyche
==0SZ= may be adistributed field,

not a local point.




The Ciritical Divergence:
Description vs. Prescription

STRUCTURE OBLIGATION
Quantum Theory identifies Tjukurrpa identifies the
the structure of connection. obligation of connection. It
It describes the web. commandsustotend
to the web. \ #
e ”,,H {/}' P
Y.
Relations in physics are mathematical; %25 %
relations in Tjukurrpa are ethical. s B B
P = et 9T,




Western Quantum Anangu
Interior Model Relational Model | Ontology
Locus of . ; S | Land & Kinship
Mind Inside the Brain Distributed Field N Ao
Nature of S T Non-local Lawful Obligation
Reality P J Information (Tjukurrpa)
Ethics oeparatefrom | apcract/Neutral [T
Ontology of Being

In Anangu ontology, one cannot be without caring.
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Rethinking How We
Study the Mind

The Shift: From "What do you believe?” %
to “How do you maintain continuity?” =

Methodology: \We cannot study ﬁ
consciousness by asking for 3

Introspection. We must observe
practice:

e How is the land tended?
e How are kinship debts paid?
e How is ceremony enacted?

< | /oBLiGATION T,
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Healing is Relational Repair

Mental distress is often a symptom of broken
Kanyini—severed relations with land and kin. -

B L Gl o
The Ecological Imperative:

Sustainability is not just resource

L management; it is the maintenance of = SIS
I the conditions that make human sl RSN

consciousness possible.

IS to damage the mind. =7




o

-

i
P P

o Be Conscious is\
To Be Answerable |

— == x . b | == -r|

'We do not e)ust in a vacuum. We exist in a web of care i
- The cosmos is not a collection of objects, but

. anetwork of kinship relations governed by law. /. /= /=
A\ Relation without responsibility is incoherent. / /. =/ == &
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Sources & Acknowledgements

-+ Article: The Relational Cosmos: Indigenous Ontology and
Quantum Theories of Consciousness by Damien Lafont, PhD.

* Primary Teachings: Drawn from the published works of
— Yankunytjatjara Elder Bob Randall (Songman, Your True Nature).

» Scientific References: David Bohm (Wholeness and the Implicate

Order), Baaquie & Martin (Quantum Field Theory of Human Psyche).

This presentation engages with Indigenous knowledge from public sources
for the purpose of comparative philosophy and anthropology.

& NotebooklLM



