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Death as Return to Field

Indigenous Ontologies of Continuity and

the Dismantling of Death Anxiety N T

", & e
A / e <] T

- " e
J/ ; e S

; - 4 A 'i‘ ‘ !* r .-l
k. -
-':'_-4::"..'-"'- [Lpiaps - ¥ H"ﬂ.‘- i
A T -r‘\\m;:‘ "y i

L

]
L .

e
fo= o W® 807
"t = 'l. wl A
. 5 \
., e \*
LT " i
"* ..I*
T
\“‘x ‘H‘ L] [ - -

| e ' W ENERGY DISPERSION
L9 ~— _____-""" -~

LY ! - ".___
\ b f’ @ .
. /=~ RETURN TO

“n,

1 i Ty
1 Y ey .
._ -
\
h "

FINITUDE : ROBOTD HONO

{

- T ST et i L p L LA

_ N\ g
N Q\=1 N
iy LAND -\\1,__
,f g e

—

gpeme ",
s .
. &
. b e

'-.-

2@ FIEL
" INTEGRATION

Based on the anthropology of consclousness and Anangu Law
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The Invisible Architecture of Fear

In dominant Western frameworks, death is treated
as a medical failure or a psychological crisis. But
functionally, it designs our civilization. It acts as an
Ontological Hinge, determining how meaning and
value are organized.
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The Annihilation Model (The Rupture)

Bounded Individual:
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Civilizational Consequences of Rupture

If the self is erased at death, fear becomes rational. We build defenses to outrun finitude.
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Anangu Law ntervenes.
Rejection of linearity

and cill recreases. Structural
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\ as cyclical.

Death recontextualized

\/ as cyclical.

¢¢ The central question is not how individuals should cope with death, but how
societies might be organized so that death does not threaten coherence. 99

Anangu Law solves the problem of death by refusing the premise of annihilation.
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Law, Not Myth
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i Tjukurrpa is often mistranslated as “Dreamtime.” It is not a story of the past. It is a rigorous, |
| living ontological order—the lawful ground from which beings emerge and to which they return. :
; Not a belief system to be adopted, but a reality structure to be understood. g
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The Relational Field
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Existence is a field, not a line. Past, Present, and Future are Co-Present. ERa
Responsibility extends across generations as lawful relation. je i
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Kanyini: The Condition of Life
Kanyini = To be held.
il Kanyini / Life | Living Death 4
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Biological death is a normal transition. ‘Living Death" is the
loss of Kanyini—biologically active but ontologically severed.
Colonialism destroys Kanyini, creating death-in-life. e
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Death as Return (Not Annihilation)

Redistribution

Kurunpa : ‘- o
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Remains Intact

Kurunpa (Spirit/Energy) is not a private soul leaving the world.
It is energy returning to the land and kin. The individual form
dissolves, but the field remains intact. e

. o

B L L N T AR R e b
| Anthropological field journal ( No Temporal Horizon —>

| : & NotebookLM



Grief as a Public Act

| Psychological / Private | Structural / Communal - IL]
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“Letting go” is not abandonment; it is a discipline to
protect the living and the dead. The community absorbs
the relational shockwave together. ST o
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Ontological Architectural

Western Assumption:
Remembering = Good. Archiving = Survival.

Accumulated
Jfff# Data

Static
Hoarding

' | « Historical
Burden

Western societies often equate remembering with virtue and
preservation. Archiving is seen as essential for survival, leading to
an accumulation of the past that can become burdensome.
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~ The Ethics of Memory

Restraint in memory is not loss; it is protection.
It clears space for the flow of the new.

Indigenous Reality: Memory must be regulated.
Improper memory disrupts the field.
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Balance

In many Indigenous worldviews, memory must be carefully
managed. Improper or excessive memory is seen as disrupting
the natural fiow of energy and the present moment.
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Ontological Architectural

Western Pressure Points
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Science does not validate Indigenous law, but it has stopped contradicting it.
Physics (Bohm's Implicate Order) and Neuroscience (Field consciousness)
are losing faith in the "isolated part” model.
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| Ontological Architectural

The Comparative Summary

RUPTURE (The West) & CONTINUITY (Anangu)

Death: Death:
Terminal End

Return to Field

Fear: % :Q Fear:
Rational response | d D Unnecessary;
5 (b) the field holds

to erasure

Goal: Goal:
Legacy & Coherence &
Accumulation | Belonging
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Ontological Architectural

REFLECTIVE PLANE

ONTOLOGICAL INTERFACE

STLESTUPAL PLANCH

STRUCTURAL
METAL

HIRROR

Indigenous ontology is not a ‘painkiller’ for Western anxiety.
It demands a totally different way of living—one responsible to land and kin.

You cannot have the comfort of Continuity

o without the responsibility of Kanyini.
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Ontological Architectural
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Organizing Life Around Belonging
o
i e
THRESHOLD OF RETURN
ONTOLOGICAL BALANCE
L +
“The goal is not to “solve” death, but to design a life where
death doesn’t destroy meaning.
From Fear Management to Relational Coherence.”
3t Anthropological field journal

Sources: Bob Randall, Philippe Ariés, Ernest Becker, David Bohm.
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